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MASS Deployments

• To achieve a successful, authorised and approved MASS deployment a number of Waterspace
Authorities may need to be consulted, including:

– the Harbour Masters (HM) and Inner Harbour Authorities, the MCA local Office, Marine Scotland, and potentially the UK 
Government, MMO (Marine Management Organisation) especially where sensor and transmitter operating licences may be 
required. 

• Notice to Mariners and appropriate radio navigation warnings (e.g. RNW and WZ) should be issued as
appropriate.

• During the planning phase of any MASS Operational deployment the following additional operators and
or authorities should also be considered, and notification issued and or clearance obtained where
relevant:

– Fishermen (Bulletin of intended ops);
– Offshore operators (i.e. Oil & Gas, and Renewable Energy operators/owners);
– Established local water sport leisure clubs and organisations;
– Other stakeholders with economical, safety or environmental interests in intended location.

• A suite of HSE documentation should be provided to support the mission and assure the relevant
approving authorities that full consideration to the safety and risk management of the intended
operation or evaluation trial has been completed. This may include:

– A full HSE Plan;
– Launch and Recovery Risk Assessment;
– Emergency Recovery Plan and Procedure; and 
– The outline Mission Plan and Method Statement.  

• These documents will support the approval application and ensure all operations are conducted within
the intent of the UK MASS Code of Conduct and the Code of Practice.
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Boston Consulting Group
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UK Codes of Conduct and Practice for Maritime 
Autonomous Surface Ships are at:

www.maritimeuk.org/media-centre/publications. 
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