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MSC 101; 
• overruled the informal CG suggestion in plenary. 
• the WG created a new GL within 3 working days.
• Approved the MSC 101



Aim
MSC.1/Circ.1604 on "INTERIM GUIDELINES FOR MASS TRIALS“

• Assist Authorities and relevant stakeholders

Scope & Application
• One Single Guideline

• “Trial”



Safety, security and protection of the environment should be obtained at all time, by;

1. Risk management

2. Comply with existing rules and regulations

3. Safe Manning

4. Human element and HMI

5. Infrastructure

6. Trial awareness

7. Communication

8. Information sharing

Principles
MSC.1/Circ.1604 on "INTERIM GUIDELINES FOR MASS TRIALS"



• Identified all risk regarding safety, security and protection of the environment. 

• Emergency preparedness

• Define safeguards and safe states

1. Risk Management
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• The trial must be in accordance with flag 
states approval and acquiescence of 
equivalents

2. Mandatory regulation
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• Minimum safe manning and qualified operators should at all times

3. Safe Manning of MASS Trials
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• The HMI must be appropriately addressed

4. Human Element incl.  infrastructure and human-system 
interface
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• Infrastructure:

• provide for the safe, secure and environmentally sound conduct 
of MASS trials

• Determent emergency response and contingency plans
• Information availability and transparency to relevant  

stakeholders

Infrastructure for safe conduct of trials and awareness
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• Reliable data and Communication means

Communications and data exchange
MSC.1/Circ.1604 on "INTERIM GUIDELINES FOR MASS TRIALS"

Reporting mechanism

• Relevant information and reporting to relevant stake holders in the area of trail

Cyber Risk Management
• Proper secured cyber management must be in place!



• The Guidelines are generic

• Adds no new value and doesn’t challenge existing legislation

• Misses out on the intention and potential

• Opens for new standards and more detailed guidelines.

• Gives no prescriptions other than a holistic attention of risk management, with regard to;
• S a f e t y ,  s e c u r i t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  d a t a - e x c h a n g e ,  H M I ,  

s a f e - m a n n i n g  a n d  c y b e r  m a n a g e m e n t .   

Summing up the Guidelines
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• Extended domestic trails and tests areas will progress

• International “MASS” trials will be conducted with highly automated integrated support systems.

• Safely manned ships with advanced support systems for optimization and safeguard will escalade in 
these areas and during the trial exercise.

The future of MASS trials
Concerns



Areas of operation
Concerns
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Tanks for your attention!

Svein David Medhaug
Project Manager Autonomy
Innovation and New Technology
sdm@sdir.no
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